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LETTER 1. 


' DEAR SIR, 


I WITH pleaſure domply with your requeſt; and 
will endeavour to furniſh you with ſuch informa- 
tion relative to the foil, climate, ſituation, and 
preſent ſtate of the Geneſee Country, as may enable 
you to judge of the propriety of making it the place 
ol your future reſidence. From the following plain 
ſtatement of facts, which have fallen within the 
| ſphere of my own obſervation, you may be able to 
form ſome idea of the rapid growth of this part of 
the United States. Any apology for the plainneſs 
of the ſtyle I conſider unneceſſary. It is uſeful 
information you are in queſt of, and ſuch only 1 


ſhall attempt to impart. 


In the year 1790, the Legiſlature of * State of 
New-York formed into a county, by the name of 
Ontario, all that part of the State lying weſt of a 


meridian line drawn from the eighty-ſecond mile- 
| ſtone on the Pennſylvania line to Lake Ontario. 
E Within this is included the tract known by the 


name of the Geneſee Country, bounded on the 


north by Lake Ontario, on the weſt by Niagara 
River and Lake — onthe ſouth by n 


4 


and on the eaſt by the counties of Tioga and On- 
ondago. 

The year previous to the formation of this coun- 
ty, Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham, Eſqrs. 
of New-England, purchaſed from the State, and 
from the Seneca Indians, their right to that part of 
the country which lies between the meridian line 

above mentioned and the Geneſee River; includ- 
ing, on the northernmoſt part of the country, a L 
tract extending twelve miles weſt of the river, as 
will appear by the plan, forming a tract of coun- 
try forty-five miles from eaſt to weſt, and eighty- 
four from north to ſouth, and containing about 
two million two hundred thouſand acres of land. 
Within theſe limits are contained the country now 


| ſettling, which is as remarkable for its natural ad-. 
vuantages, as for its fertile foil and moderate cli- 
mate. The northern part of the county of Onta - 


io is watered by the Geneſee River, Rundigut : 
Creek, Flint Creek, Mud Creek, Salmon Creek, and 


many other inferior ſtreams, and alſo by a number 


of lakes, ſome of them from forty to fifty miles 
in length, the outlets of which afford not only a 
good navigation to Albany and Lake Ontario, but 
| alſo valuable mill-ſeats. The ſouth part of the 
country is watered by different branches of the 
Suſquehannah, viz. the Conhocton, Caniſteo, Tuſ- 
carora, and Cawaniſque; all of which unite at the 
Painted Poſt, and are navigable from the middle 
of March to about the firſt of July, and from the 
middle of September till late in November. 

＋ he diſtance from Ar. New-York, Philadel- f 


5 
phia, or Baltimore, does not exceed, in a direct 
courſe, one hundred and eighty miles, and, by the 
roads now in ule, not much above two hundred 
miles; and to the Federal City the diſtance is about 
two hundred and ſixty- five miles: and the im- 


provement of the intermediate country will not 
only facilitate the travelling, but, by opening new 


and more direct roads, will conſiderably leſſen the 
diſtance. 
cities ĩs generally performed in five or ſix days. 


The ſettlement of this country was firſt attempt- 


- by Mr. Phelps, in the year 1789; but this at- 


tempt was attended with great and almoſt infur- 
mountable difficulties: there was no acceſs to the 


country but by Indian paths, and the neareſt ſettle- 


ment was above one hundred miles diſtant: the 


Alleghany Mountains, then never paſſed, lay on the 


fouth; and Lake Ontario to the north; to the weſt 
It is not to be wondered 
at, that, under ſuch circumſtances, the country 


Vas one boundleſs foreſt. 


made little progreſs in population and improvement 
for ſome years. By the cenſus taken in 1790, it 


appears that there were only nine hundred and 
ſixty ſouls, including all travellers and ſurveyors, 


with their attendants, who happened at that time 


to be within the bounds of the country. That 
you may form ſome idea of the progreſs of im- 
Provements in this country ſince that period, I ſhall 
give you an account of the Journey of a gentleman 


into the Wenner eee in Fourueey, 37925 in 
his own words. — 
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At preſent the journey to any of theſe 
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6 
* On the 15th February, 1792, I left Albany, 
on my route to the Geneſee River; but the coun- 
« try was thought ſo remote, and ſo very little 
& known, that I could not prevail on the owner of 
* the fled I had engaged to go further than Whiteſ- 


64 town, a new ſettlement on the head of the Mo- f 
hawk River, one hundred miles weſt from Al- 


« bany. The road, as far as Whiteſtown, had 


* been made paſſable for waggons; but from that 
« to the Geneſee River, it was little better than an 

Indian path, juſt ſufficiently opened to allow a 

« ſled to paſs, and the moſt impaſſable ſtreams bridge | 
«ed. At Whiteſtown I was obliged to change my {| 
* fled; the Albany driver would proceed no farther; } 
ce he found that for the next one hundred and 
« fifty miles, we were not only obliged to take 


+ 2: proviſion for ourſelves and our horſes, but alſo 


c blankets as a ſubſtitute for beds. After leav- | 
e ing Whiteſtown we found only a few ſtraggling 


ee huts ſcattered along the path at the diſtance of 


from ten to twenty miles, and they affording 
cc nothing but the convenience of fire and a kind 
«* of ſhelter from the ſnow. On the evening of 
« the third day's journey from W hiteſtown we were 
very agreeably ſurprized to find ourſelves on the 
&« eaſt fide of the Seneca Lake, which we found 
perfectly open and free from ice as in the month 


« of June: the evening was pleaſant and agreeable; Þ} 
and what added to our ſurprize and admiration | 
c was to ſee a boat and canoe plying on the lake. 


This, after having paſſed from New-York over 


7 
« three hundred and ſixty miles of country com- 


6c * pletely frozen, was a light pleating and intereſt- 
ce ing. 


« We then croſſed the ontlet of the lake, and 
« arrived at the ſettlement of Geneva, conſiſting of 


« a few families, who had been drawn thither from 


a the convenience of the ſituation and beauty of 


« the adjoining country. The Seneca Lake, on 
« which Geneva is ſituated, is forty-four miles long 


by four to ſix wide; and to find it navigable at_ 
this ſeaſon was a ſight as pleaſing as unexpect- 
Led. It appeared that the inhabitants of this de- 

« lightful country would, by the ſlight covering of 
e ſnow then on the ground, have all the conveni- 


« ence of a northern winter, and, by the waters be- 


ing free from ice, the advantages of inland navi- 
E gation; a combination of advantages perhaps not 


to be experienced in any other country in the 


Ie world. From Geneva to Canadarqua the road 
. is only the Indian path, a little improved the 
e firſt five miles over gentle ſwellings of land, in- 


d terſperſed with bottoms ſeemingly very rich; 


« the remainder of the road to Canadarqua, the 
« county town, ſixteen miles, was, the greateſt part 
of the diſtance, through a rich heavy timbered 
land. On this road there were only two families 
* ſettled. Canadarqua, the county town, conſiſted 


* of only two ſmall frame houſes and a few huts, 
ſurrounded with thick woods. The few inhabit- 


« ants received me with much hoſpitality, I found 
© there abundance of excellent veniſon. From 


* Canadarqua to the Geneſee River, twenty-ſix miles, 
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« jt js almoſt totally uninhabited, only four families 
« reſiding on the road. The country is beautifully 
« diverſified with hill and dale, and, in many places, 
« we foufd openings of two and three hundred 
« acres, free from all timber and even buſhes, which, 
on our examining, proved to be of a rich, deep 
„ foil. It ſeemed that, by only incloſing with one 
aof theſe openings a proportionable quantity of 
=P timbered land, an incloſure might be made ſimi- 
lar to the parks in England. | 
At the Geneſee River I found a mal Indian 
© ſtore and tavern; the river was not then frozen 
over, but was low enough to be forded. As yet 
there are no ſettlements of any conſequence i mn -3 
e a the Geneſee Country. That eſtabliſhed by a ſo- | 
„ ciety of Friends, on the weſt fide of the Seneca 
Lake, is the moſt conſiderable: it conſiſts of about 
forty families. But the number of Indians in the 
<« adjoining country, when compared with the few 
inhabitants who ventured to winter in the coun- 
« try, is ſo great, that I found them under ſerious | 
_ © apprehenſions for their ſafety. Even in this ſtate 
of nature, the county of Ontario ſhows every fign | 1 
« of future reſpectability. No man has put the } 
* plough in the ground without being amply re- 
paid: and, through the mildneſs of the winter, 
< the cattle brought into the country the year be- 
„ fore, are thriving well on very flender proviſion 
for their ſubſiſtence. The clearing of land for 
_ « ſpring crops is going on with ſpirit. Lalſo found I 
-< the ſettlers here © abundantly ſupplied With: Vent 5 1 


e 


9 
- Such, it appears, was the ſituation of the county 
of Ontario in the year 1792. Its preſent appear- 
ance, contraſted with what it was at that period, I 
intend for the ſub ect of another letter from, 


Dear „ 
Yours, &c. 
LETTER H. 
DEA SIR, | 
Nis: 5 Phelps a Goduny haven ſold, i — 
| Robert Morris, Eſq. of Philadelphia, nearly twe = oy 


thirds of their lands, Mr. Morris reſold them u 
England; and the purchaſer of Mr. Morris has 
ing arrived in America, began, early in the ſummer 
of 1792, to put in execution the plan he had form- 
ed for the improvement of the country. This gen- 
tleman having landed in Baltimore, was, at an early 

period, impreſſed with the idea that this new coun- 


try, ſituated immediately north of the centre of 1 
Pennſylvania and Maryland, muſt reap great ad- 1 
vuoantages from opening a communication acroſs the bi 


Alleghany Mountains; and his firſt attempt at im- 

| proving the Geneſee: Country was to examine, in 
_ perſon, the poſſibility of opening the communica- 
tion. Not diſcouraged by the information he had 
received of the impracticability of the object, with 
four companions, on the third of June, 1792, he 
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left the ſettlement at the mouth of Lycoming 
Creek, on the weſt branch of the Suſquehannah, 
and entered the wilderneſs, taking a northerly 
courſe. Aﬀter ten days laborious exertion they 
fell on the Cawoniſque Creek, and, from the courſe 
of the waters, they ſoon found they had entered the 
county of Ontario. It appeared by the map of the 
adjacent country, that a direct road acroſs the moun- 
| tains would ſhorten the diſtance of the Geneſee 
g Country from the ſettlements in Pennſylvania at leaſt 
one hundred miles, and the advantages attending the 
opening of this communication were ſo obvious, 
that, difficult as the undertaking was, he determin- 


cad, without delay, to try to effect it. By the month 


E November, of the ſame year, thirty miles were 
made ſufficiently good to admit the paſſage of wag- 
gons; and by the following Auguſt the road was 
eompleted to Williamſburgh, a diſtance of one 
hundred and ſeventy miles from the mouth of Ly. | 
coming Creek, where ir has ee the wider. A 
_ neſs to explore the route. ” 


It is only from this period, which pine to the ö 
Geneſee a communication with the ſettlements in 5 


Pennſylvania, that we can trace the beginning of 
that ſingularly rapid progreſs in population and im- 
provements, which has ſo eminently diſtinguiſned 


that country. The opening of this road from 


Pennſylvania over a chain of mountains before 
reckoned impaſſable, excited the curioſity of the 
inhabitants in the adjacent country, and many were 
tempted to explore the Geneſee lands, that, previ- 
ous to this, had ſcarcely ever given them a thought. 


Il 


The idea of the immenſe diſtance. was at once dey 


ſtroyed. At this early period, however, it was only 


men of obſervation that were pleaſed. Many re- 
turned diſguſted with the extreme inconvenience 
of travelling through a country, almoſt deſtitute 


of inhabitants, for the diſtance of one hundred and 
ſeventy miles, and particularly when they found 
the only ſettlement in that part of the country de- 


pending on the Indians for ſubſiſtence. 


In the ſpring of the year 1793, the ſcarcity of 
proviſions that was felt ſo ſeverely at the end of 
the preceding ſeaſon, was conſiderably increaſed 

by the number of families that emigrated at this 
time into the county of Ontario. To keep the 


ſettlements together, an additional ſtock of provi- 


ſions, conſiſting of flour and pork, was procured 
from Philadelphia and Northumberland, in penn; 
ſylvania. By the aſſiſtance of this timely ſupply, 
| ſeveral ſettlements were begun in the ſouth part o 
the county, the principal of which was on the Chind 
hocton Creek, on the road from Pennſy Ivania to 
Williamſburgh. In this place, then the centre of 
a wilderneſs of nine hundred thouſand acres, the 
town of Bath was laid out; and before the end of 


the ſeaſon not leſs than fifteen ſamilies were reſident 


in the village. Early in the ſeaſon, a ſaw-mill had 


been finiſhed ; and, previous to the ſetting in of the 


winter, a griſt-mull, with a ſaw-mill, nearer the 


town, were in great forwardneſs. In the year 1794, 
| thoſe who had moved into the country the preced- 
ing years, finding a ready money market for their 


produce, had made great cxertions, and a conſi- 
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derable ſurplus was furniſhed by ibein i to the new 
comers. Of the new ſettlements, begun this year, 
the principal were thoſe of Sodus, Honeoy Lake, 


Braddock's Bay, Canaſcraga, 'Tuſcarora, and Plea- 


ſant Valley.“ At the fame time the population of 
the older ſettlements was increaſing with rapidity : 
on the moſt convenient mill-ſeats mills were build. 
ing, and roads making to unite the different ſettle. 
ments: indeed, the whole . ſeemed one ſcene 2 
of exertion. | 
Every ſituation which mals: hot pointed out 
: to poſſeſs ſuperior advantages, was the ſcene of ac- 
tion, under the direction of ſome enterprizing cha- 
racters. This year ſeveral ſettlements were begun 
on the Indian line, and one was commenced under 
the direction of a Mr. Bartles, from the Jerſeys, on 
the outlet of Mud Lake, one of the branches of the 
i Conhocton. Towards the end of ſummer a ſet of 
merchant mills were in conſiderable forwardneſs, 
and lots laid out for a village, called Frederick's- 
Town, aſter the name of the founder, Frederick 
| Bartles; before winter the ſaw-mill had got into 
complete operation, and ſeveral excellent mecha- 
nics were ſettled in the town. The number of 
emigrants that had, by this time, moved into the 
new eſtabliſhments in every part of the country, 
* Situated on the ſouthern extremity of the Crooked Lake; the other 
ſettlements are deſignated by the original 1 names of che parts of the coun-⸗ 
try in which they were ſituated. | 


lt is not unworthy of notice, that, in the 8 of May, 1798, | 
Mr. Bartles proceeded from his mills, in the centre of Steuben county, : 
with 100, O00 feet of boards, for Baltimore, where he arrived ſafe, and 


met with ſo wy a 1 that he engaged to deliver the lame | Ts 
Ws next ſpring. 2s 
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and the reſpectability of many individuals now re- 
ſident, induced the Legiſlature of the State to agree 


to a diviſion of the county of Ontario; the north 
half retained the name of Ontario, and the part 


ſtruck off was called Steuben, after the Baron of 
that name: the town of Bath, only two years be- 


fore the centre of a wilderneſs, was fixed on as the 


; ſeat of juſtice. 


Roads were'cut this year in many directions, to 
connect the different eſtabliſhments, and many griſt 
and ſaw-mills were building on the ſtreams — E 


ing the ſettlements. _ 


As early as the year 1 796, the various ſettle- 
ments had begun to aſſume an appearance of re- 


ſpectability never before inſtanced in ſo new a coun- 


try. On an enumeration being taken of the in- 
habitants in the town of Bath, and the diſtrict 
eight miles round it, by the afleflors, there were 
found above eight hundred fouls; alſo, within the 
ſame diſtance, two ſchools, one WY mill, and five 
ſaw-mills. Nearly all the ſettlements had increaſed 
in a fimilar proportion; the number of emigrants 
each year was ſuppoſed to be not leſs than three 


thouſand ſouls; theſe were either engrafted-on the 


old ſettlements, or, under ſome enterprizing man, 


formed diſtinct ſettlements of their wn. 
Of thoſe begun in 1796, there were two 8 
of notice: that of the Rev. Mr. Gray, in Town- 
ſhip No. 4, ſeventh range, who moved from Penn- 
ſylvania with a reſpectable part of his former pa- 


riſhoners, and a Jerſey ſettlement on the head of the : 


Canaſcraga Creek ; both of theſe exbibit inſtances 


- 


14 
of induſtry and enterprize, rare as uncommon. 
The enſuing ſeaſon, on the organization of the 
militia of the county of Steuben, this Jerſey ſet- 
tlement turned out a company of grenadiers, all in 
handſome uniform, and completely equipped, com- 
poſed ſolely of the young men belonging to it; 
and the ſame ſeaſon, a troop of horſe and a com- 
pany of light infantry were formed at Bath, and at- 
tached to the battalion of Steuben county. 
Much pains were taken to induce the em 


ſettlers to erect mills at an early period of their ſet. | 


tlement, and every encouragement was given to 
put it in their power to carry them into effect: in- 
deed, in no new country were the ſettlers ſo well 
accommodated with mills. The conſequence was 
evident, both in the appearance of their houſes and 
farms: a greater number of framed houſes and 


barns were to be found in theſe ſettlements than 


in many that were twenty years old. This had not 
only a good effect in beautifying and enriching the 
country, but, by the erection of comfortable houſes, 
much was done towards the proſecution of the 
health of the inhabitants. E 
This year a printing-office was eſtabliſhed i in the 
town of Bath, and a newſpaper printed, entitled, 
De Bath Gazette.” The county of Ontario, 
| havi ing ſeveral years the tart in ſettlement, and the 
advantage of many Indian clearings of great extent, 
| had already the comfortable appearance of an old 
| ſettled country: the old Indian orchards had been 
dreſſed up, and the fruit ſecured from depreda- 
tion. F. ruit was in ſuch abundance, that one farmer, 


I5 


near Geneva, made, this ow: one hundred barrels 
of cyder. 


be town of Canadarqua, from confifting of A 


few ſtraggling huts, as deſcribed in 1792, had now 


aſſumed the appearance of a very handſome vil- 
lage: a court-houſe and goal were already built; 


and an academy, founded on aſubſcription of thirty 
thouſand dollars, was now building. The whole 


adjacent country was rapidly ſettling with a moſt 
reſpectable yeomanry, but particularly that part ly- 


ing between Canadarqua and the Geneſee River. 


This. tract of country, about fix miles from north _ 


8 to ſouth, and twenty-ſeven from eaſt to weſt, for 
well cultivated farms, a thick population, and re- 


ſpectable inhabitants, may already vie e with any ol 2 


: of the United States.* 


In this year (1 796) the town of Genen received 
a 8 addition by the laying out a ſtreet on the 


ſummit of a riſing ground, along the weſt bank of 


the lake. At the ſouth termination of the ſtreet 
a handſome country houſe was begun, and finiſned 
the year following; and, in the corner of the ſquare, 
= large and convenient houſe, for a tavern and 
hotel, beſides many other large and well finiſhed 
| houſes. About this time a floop, of forty tons 
burthen, was put on the ſtocks, intended, when 
finiſhed, to run as a packet between Geneva and 


Catharine's-Town, a {mall village at the head of the 


nn about og Ac min N from nen . 


1 * This ttad of country bus PT? to mals with great 50 


one hundred and fifty families owed: into it in as * or 2 Low weeks | 


kt winter, 1797. 


16 
Towards the cloſe of the ſeaſon almoſt all the new 


buildings were finiſhed, and the floop was launch. 


ed. This circumſtance of the ſloop, however trif- 
ling in itſelf, was of ſufficient. importance to aſſem- 
ble ſeveral thouſand people; and no circumſtance 
having occurred to draw together the different ſet- 
tlements, the people compoſing them were not a 
little ſurprized to find themſelves in a country con- 
taining ſo many inhabitants, and theſe ſo reſpect- 


able. Natives of every State in the union, and of 


every nation of Europe, were to be found in the 
aſſemblage, all ambitious of the ſame object, the : 
aggrandizement of the Geneſee Country. 
This ſeaſon a printing-office was eſtabliſhed at 
Geners, and a weekly gazette publiſhed, ſupported 
by Acht hundred ſubſcribers, who, before ſix 


months, increaſed to one thouſand. Of the ſet- , 
tlements begun this ſeaſon, one was ſixteen miles 


ſouth from Geneva, on the outlet of the Crooked 
Lake, which here empties into the Seneca; a vil- | 
lage, called Hopetown, was laid out on a riſing 
ground adjacent to the creek, and within half a 
mile of the lake: at the ſame time a ſet of mer- 
chant mills were begun on the outlet, about half a 
mile from the village. No ſituation in the world | 
can be better adapted for an eſtabliſhment of this 
kind, having not only an excellent mill-ſeat on a } 
powerful and never-failing ſtream of water, but it 
is in the centre of a rich and flouriſhing ſettlement, 
and poſſeſſes the advantage of a good navigation 
from any part of the Seneca Lake to the mills, and 
from thence to Albany; and alſo, with a trifling 


47 
land carriage, to the Crooked Lake. Theſe mills 


are intended as a depoſitory for all grain taken in 


this part of the country, in payment for lands ſold, 


where it can either be manufactured into flour, 
or diſtilled, as may anſwer beſt for ſale to the news 

_ comers, or for exports to Canada or Albany. One 

floor of the mills will be ſolely appropriated for the 
uſe of the merchants reſiding in the adjacent coun- 


try, who may ſell their merchandize for wheat deli- 
vered at the mills, and pay ſtorage for the advantage 


they derive. Mills of this kind, in countries where 
ſuch vaſt crops of grain may be raiſed, are highly 
uſeful to the farmer, the merchant, and the great 
land-holder. On the north fide of Geneva, about 
the ſame diftance as Hopetown, a ſet of mills; on 
| a ſimilar plan, were built this ſeaſon. Theſe laſt 


are ſituated on a very important navigation, the 


| outlet of the Canadarqua Lake, near its junction 
with Mud Creek, both of which are very conſiders 
able ſtreams, and run through a great extent of rich 
country, already well ſettled. In the ſettlement of 
Mud Creek alone, there were for ſale, laſt fall, not 
lefs than ten thouſand buſhels of wheat, of an ex- 
cellent quality. From the junction of the two 


_nvers, Mud Creek affords good navigation, for 


boats of four or five tons at leaſt, twenty miles; and 


the navigation downwards, for boats of ten tons, is 


good to Schenectady, ſixteen miles only from Al- 

bany. The ſettlements in this part of the country 

derive great advantage from the weſtern canals, 
which the State has patronized : at t much To as 4 
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On the bank of Mud Creek, near the junction of 
the two ſtreams, 1s laid out the village of Lyons, 
fo called from the ſimilarity of its ſituation to the 
city of that name in France. The vicinity of this 
place to the mills and to the ſalt works, and the 
command of the navigation, both to the interior 
country and to Albany, contribute to make it a 
place of importance. Such has been the ſucceſs of 
this ſettlement, that though only begun two years 
ago, it is now almoſt one continued village, from 
Geneva to Lyons, ſixteen miles. From Lyons to 
Sodus there is a direct road, but only a few families 
are, as yet, ſettled on it. The town of Sodus is, 
however, making conſiderable improvement; a ſet 
of mills are finiſhed, and other conſiderable im- 
provements are carrying on. This place is ſituated 
on a bay of the ſame name, which is well known 
as the beſt harbour on the ſouth ſide of Lake On- 
tario. Few or none, even on the ſea coaſt, exceed 
it for ſpaciouſneſs and beauty. The extent of the 
bay, from north to ſouth, is about ſix or ſeven miles, 
RE” from eaſt to weſt, from two to four miles. The 


grounds around the bay riſe conſiderably high, and WM 


the entrance is not above half a mile over. S0 
completely is it protected from the wind, that 
when the lake is agitated with a ſtorm, the bay 
may be paſſed lately 1 in a canoe. Veſſels may an- 
chor near the town in twenty-five fathom water, on 
a ſandy bottom, and in many places a veſſel of fifty 
tons might lay afloat near enough the ſhore to 
land on a plank. In this bay there are ſeveral 


19 


jllands, * covered with timber, which, with the head 
lands ſtreaching into the bay, afford pictureſque 
views from the town, ſcarcely to be equalled. The 


town ſtands on a riſing ground, on the weſt point 


of the bay, having the lake on the north, to appear- 
ance boundleſs as the ocean, and the bay to the 
e romantically interſected with iſlands, and parts 
of the main land ſtretching into it. The firſt view 
| of this place, after paſſing through a timbered coun- 
try twenty-eight miles, ſtrikes the eye of the be- 
holder as one of the moſt magnificent landſcapes 
| human fancy can picture, and the beauty of the 
| ſcene is not unfrequently heightened by the appear- 
| ance of large veſſels navigating the lake. At the 
{ fight of theſe immenſe bodies of water, the mind 
| of a reflecting man mult be ſtruck with admira- 
tion. With only the interception of the portage 
| of nine miles at Niagara Falls, they may be navi- 
| vated to the weſtward at leaſt two thouſand miles, 
and at one place the portage between Lake Michi- 
gan and the navigable waters of the Ilinois, does 
| not exceed half a mile. I was at Sodus ſome time 
| ago, when a boat, with a number of families on 
board, put into the bay: they appeared to be 
| French. Being queſtioned as to their buſineſs, they 
| faid they were bound for the Spaniſh ſettlements 
on the Ilinois River: ſome of them had been there 
1 the year before, and ſtated, that, excepting the Falls 
| of Niagara, 1 had only a carrying-place of half 


„ Some: of cheſe illands contain fifty acres, al of very line foil: 
they produce vegetables in great abundance, n onions, 


"66" 


2 - * Ps — — - — _— — — - 
- wa, 7 3 2 E: * os — — — . —8 — 2 — —— 
25 5 ered. > D Wert 
N „ ˙ OE ˙ 1 


oF - 
r 


A 


E ln OTE wn 


ou oi Lv . IS FART TT 


hundred miles to fail. What an extenſive navigation 


20 


a mile from Lake Michigan to a branch of the Ilinois 
River. They faid they had ſtill one thouſand five 


You will find the Geneſee Country abounding 
with fituations both valuable to the farmer and 


amuſing to the gentleman and man of leiſure : but 


amongſt the variety it affords, they muſt all yield 


to Sodus: for fiſhing, fowling, failing, or hunting, 
this latter place ſtands unrivalled ; and perhaps no 


place in America can equal it. Fiſh of various 


kinds, many of them from the ocean, can be had : 


at pleaſure; and a ſpecies of ſoft-ſhelled green tur- 


tle“ may be procured in plenty, little inferior to the 


green turtle brought from the Weſt-Indies. In 


the ſpring and fall, all ſorts of water-fowl are innu- 
merable in the bay, In the adjacent woods are 
abundance of deer: they may be eaſily drove by dogs 
into the bay, and the chace is continued by water, 
greatly to the amuſement of thoſe who are fond of 
ſuch ſports. Strangers going to Sodus, will now find 
good accommodation, in a houſe built for the pur- 
pole; and they will find handſome fail-boats, and 
every apparatus neceſſary to accommodate the 
ſportſman in purſuit of his amuſement. 


The lands about Sodus are a black ſandy loam, 


very deep; a foil not very common in this country, 


but of an excellent quality for every ſpecies of culti- 8 
vation: it affords the fineſt parting: * 


* This ole of mths weighs above 20th. 
+ It is very common to ſec onions in gardens at Sodus from "WG 


teen to fifteen inches in erence; and from the Noe not t ſowen above | 
| four months. 
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In one of the creeks running into the bay there 
was, ſome time ago, diſcovered a fine body of cho- 


colate marble, which has been found to bear a good 


poliſh, and the blocks ſufficiently large for any 
ſort of building ornament. On this creek, now 
called Marble Creek, there are ſome excellent mill- 


ſeats, acceſſible to boats from the lake, which, as 


the ſettlement increaſes, will come into uſe. The 

preſent mills are on a creek, weſt of the town, call- 
ed Salmon Creek, and conſiſt of one griſt-mill 
and two ſaw-mills. 


The only part of the Geneſee Counter” that 
e until now, to have eſcaped the general 
improvement, was that contiguous to the Geneſce 
River, below Hartford or Canawagas: a ſet of 
very good mills, however, had been built at the 
falls, and ſome ſettlers were to be found in that 
=_ neighbourhood, on the fertile plains by the ſide of 


the river: but the idea of expoſure to Indian de- 
predations on a frontier is always ſufficient to pre- 


vent the man of induſtry and property from ſet- 


tling. The luxuriance of the foil will not always 
tempt him. The moment, however, the weſtern 
Poſts were given up to the United States, and this 
part of the country rendered fafe, the induſtrious 
| ſettlers turned their attention to the lands weſt. of 


the river; and they now bid fair to prove one of 


the beſt ſettlements 1 in the weſtern country. 
Eh 1 am &c. 
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LETTER III. 
DEAR SIR, 


Tur emigration that took place in the year 1797 


Into this weſtern country, not only exceeded former 


years, as to numbers, but alſo as to the reſpecta- 


dility of the emigrants: a very great proportion of 


the ſettlers were the moſt ſubſtantial farmers from 


Pennſylvania, Maryland, the Jerſeys, and New- 
England. The country had already been fo far 
improved, that the inhabitants lived in comfort, 


and even luxury; regular weekly markets had been 


eſtabliſned in Geneva, Canadarqua and Bath; and | 
were well ſupplied with meat of all kinds. The 
flour from our mills was inferior to none on the 
continent, and the merchants” ſtores were regularly = 
ſupplied. The United States had eſtabliſhed a _ 


weekly poſt for the carriage of letters: in fact, we 


found no inconvenience but that the acceſs to the 
country, for near one hundred miles on each fide, 
was through ſettlements, in point of improvement, 
far behind thoſe in the Geneſee Country. To im- 
prove our communication with the coaſt ſeemed 


to be all that was neceſſary to render this country 


equal to any part of America, for comfort and 


convenience: in many things, particularly the cli- 


mate, we had much the advantage. To remedy 
this inconvenience as to roads, the Legiſlature of 


the State had, DE; an act Palleg u in the leſſion of 1 7975 
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taken the road from Fort Schuyler to Geneva un- 
der their patronage. A lottery had been granted 
for- the opening and improving of certain great 
roads; among theſe, this road was included. The 
inhabitants of the country through which the road 


paſſed, made a voluntary offer of their ſervices, to 
aid the State Commiſſioner, and ſubſcribed four 

| thouſand days work, which they performed with 
fidelity and cheerfulneſs. By this generous and un- 
common exertion, and by ſome other contributions, 
the State Commiſſioner was enabled to complete 
this road of near one hundred miles, opening it 
ſixty-four feet wide, and paving, with logs and 


gravel, the moiſt parts of the low country through 


which it was carried. Hence the road from Fort 


Schuyler, on the Mohawk River, to Geneſee, from 


being, in the month of June, 1797, little better 
than an Indian path, was fo far improved, that a 
ſtage ſtarted from Fort Schuyler on the zoth of 
September, and arrived at the hotel in Genera, in 
the afternoon of the third day, with tour paſſen- 


Sers. This line of road having been eſtabliſhed 
by law, not leſs than fifty families ſettled on it in 


the ſpace of four months after it was opened. It 


now bids fair to be, in a few years, one continued 
ſettlement from Fort Schuyler to the Geneſce Ri- 
ver. All laſt winter two ſtages, one of them a mail 


tage, ran from Geneva and Canadarqua to Albany 
weekly. 


A wilderneſs changed, in ſo few years, to the © 


comfortable reſidence of a numerous body of induſ- 
trious people, who enjoy the comforts and conve- 
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the United States, affords matter of curioſity to the 
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niencies of life in a degree ſuperior to moſt parts of 


intelligent traveller, and many reſpectable characters 
undertake the journey from no other motive. To 


them, therefore, it muſt be highly gratifying to find 


entertainment and accommodation equal to any 


thing of the kind in America. Very few places of 
the fie now exceed Geneva, either as to the ſtile of 
the buildings, the beauty of the adjoining country, 


or valuable improvements. 
The number of {ail-boats have greatly increaſed 


on the lake, and the ſloop finds conſtant employ- 


ment: and, in addition to their comforts, a perſon 


from Scotland has eſtabliſhed, at Geneva, a very 
reſpectable brewery, which promiſes to deſtroy, in 
the neighbourhood, the baneful uſe of ſpirituous li- 
quors. The apple and peach orchards, left by the 
Indians, yield every year abundance of fruit for the 
uſe of the inhabitants, beſides making conſiderable 
cyder; ſo much fo, that one farmer near Geneva 
| fold cyder, this year, to the amount of one thouſand 
two hundred dollars. | 


So reſpectable are theſe elnblithments: in "this 


weſtern country, that any one of them would be 
ſufficient to give a ſtranger a high opinion of its 
progreſſive ſtate : but the traveller of obſervation 
cannot fail to be highly gratified to find, on paſſing 
the counties of Ontario and Steuben, at leaſt twenty 


reſpectable and diſtinct ſettlements, each under the 


direction of ſome enterprizing man, whoſe greateſt 
ambition, and that of his fellow ſettlers, is to diſ- 
tinguiſh their ſettlement above the others. Water, 
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in the town of Geneva, is brought, in pipes, from 
a remarkable ſpring, at the diſtance of a mile and a 
half, ſo that each houſe is plentifully ſupplied at the 
door; and a number of farmers in the adjoining 
country bring water into their farm-yards and kit- 
chens. Theſe conveniencies ſhow the comfort 1 in | 
which they live. 
A new ſettlement was this jedr begun on the weſt 
fide of the falls of the Geneſee River, about nine 
miles from Lake Ontario, and at no great diſtance“ 
from the mills already built. Several of theſe ſet= . 
tlers, being from the ſea-coaſt: of New-England, = 
particularly a Mr. Granger, turned their attention v1 
to the navigation of the lake, and its communica- 1 
tion with the Geneſee River. The navigation of 1 
the river is here intercepted by four ſucceſſive mag- 
nificent falls, the higheſt of them ninety-ſix feet: 
around theſe falls a carrying-place was made; and 
te inhabitants on the Geneſee River now receive 
their falt from the Onondaga ſalt- works, and their . 
ſtores from Albany, with a very trifling land carriage 
compared with what they were neceſſitated to un- 
dertake from Geneva. The opening of this navi- 55 
gation has alſo furniſhed them with a ready water 
communication: for their ſurplus produce. Mr. l 
Granger, laſt winter, built a ſchooner of forty tons, 4 
which was launched early in April: before the mid - 
dle of May ſhe made a trip to Niagara, with two 
hundred AW of proviſions, and there were then 
laying on the beach two hundred barrels more, 
8 ready to be put on board on her return. If we 
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calculate on what has been experienced in the other 
ſettlements, the port on the Geneſee' River bids 
fair, in a very tew * to be a Pen of — 
ble importance. 

Should the inhabitants of the immenſe flats on 
the Geneſee River and the adjacent country turn 
their attention to the cultivation of hemp, and the 

manufacturing of it into cordage, which may be 
ſent, with very trifling land carriage, either to Que- 
bec or Baltimore, both of which are adyantageous 
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[4 markets, it is not poſſible to calculate what | may | 
1 | hereafter be the value of this country. 
14 1798. The number of families that came into 


— nr pay 


this country laſt winter far exceeded any former 
| year. Not leſs than three thouſand people are fup- | 
i poſed to have come into the counties of Ontario 


„ 


| and Steuben in the courſe of fix weeks laſt winter; 
| and this ſpring families were coming in the moment 
1 the navigation was free from ice. A Mr. Thayer, —— 


with a number of families, moved into a new 
ſettlement on a tract of land ſouth of Braddock's 
Bay. As a neceflary meaſure, and to follow the 
footſteps of others, they are already building their 
mills, having brought with them all the materials. 
Another ſettlement of Germans, from Pennſyl- 7 
vania, was this ſeaſon begun at the ſouth-weſt e- 
tremity of Steuben county, where they have a 
rich, unequal country, but well watered. Theſe 
lands, being remote from the roads leading into 
the country, have heretofore been undervalued; 
but the opening of a communication from that 
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quarter to Pennſylvania, which is already partly ef- 
fected, will make it a commodious fituation. 


The rapid progreſs of this new country, in every 


comfort and convenience, has not only cauſed the 


_ emigration of vaſt numbers of ſubſtantial farmers, 
but alſo of men of liberal education, who find here 


a ſociety not inferior to that in the oldeſt coun- 
try ſettlements in America. The ſchools are far 
from being indifferent, and even the foundations of 


public libraries are already laid. The gentleman 


fond of a rural life, or the amuſements of the field, 


may here gratify himſelf; he may find a ſituation 
for a country-ſeat that will pleaſe the moſt roman- 
tic fancy: the excellence of the climate and ſoil 


will afford him every certainty of a great return for 


bis trouble and expence as a farmer, and with little 
trouble his garden may equal any gentleman's in 


England.“ Indeed, with the advantage of climate 
and ſoil, the great variety of ſituations can only 
be equalled in the fineſt parts of England. 
-You will find that the climate of the Geneſee 
Country not only forms a very intereſting part of 
its advantages, but alſo of its natural hiſtory : thoſe 


parching heats that, on the ſouth fide of the Al- 
leghany Mountains, ſeem to dry up every particle 
of nouriſhment from the plants, are never known 


- In this country: in almoſt every inſtance a hot day 


is ſucceeded by a plentiful ſhower, which preſerves, 
throughout the ſummer, a conſtant verdure, and 


* * Muſk and 3 and all the delicnts 3 produced i in the 
interior of "_ come to * in our T gardens... 
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affords to us the fineſt paſtures and meadows on 
the continent: the nights are proportionately cool, 


and a traveller from the ſea coaſt is ſurprized to find, 


in the dog days, a couple of blankets a comfort- 
able covering. Late froſts in the ſpring, andearly 
ones in the fall, are uncommon, and there is ſcarcely 


an inſtance of the fruit or corn ſuffering by them. 


The peach- trees, the great teſt of a climate free 


from ſevere and late ſpring froſts, come to great 


perfection; in one orchard, at an old Indian town 
near Geneva, the occupier of the farm fold, laſt 
year, to a neighbouring n one en . 
buſhels of peaches. 


In the winters of 1796 and 1797, two gentle 


men kept regular diaries of the weather, the one 

at Bath, in Steuben county, the other at Lancaſter, 
in Pennſylvania: the reſult was, that at Lancaſter 
the cold was greater than at Bath, from 11 to 136 

during the winter; but the ſpring commenced ten 


days later. If more proof was neceſſary to eſta - 


bliſh this important fact, viz. the modration of the = 
climate, it might be ſtated, that the ſettlers have, 
in many parts of the country, been in the cuſtom 


of turning into the woods part of their cattle before 


winter, at a diſtance from their farms, and they 


have been found, in every inſtance, in good order, 


and with leſs loſs than might be expected from the 


ſame number of cattle if kept about the houſes. 
The froſts have never been ſo ſevere as to ſtop the 


operation of the mills, provided very trifling pre- 


caution is uſed. So remarkable was this circum- 
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Pennſylvania to the Bath mills, a diſtance of ſeventy 


miles. Except in ſhallow places, the lakes never 


freeze; and the navigation of the Seneca Lake has 
not been impeded ſince the ſettlement of the coun- 
try. This will appear the more remarkable, when, 


frequently within that period, the North River 
has been frozen at New- Vork, the Deleware forty 
miles below Philadelphia, and the Cheſapeak Bay 


as low as Annapolis. All this is owing to the re- 


: lative ſituation of the Geneſee Country. The 


- country is bounded on the north and weſt by great 
bodies of water, which do not freeze, and in this 


direction there is not one mountain. The north- 


erly and weſterly winds, which {courge the coalt of | 


America, by blowing over the Alleghany Moun- 


twins late in the ſpring and early in the fall, covered 


with ſnow, are tempered by paſſing over theſe wa- 


ters; and theſe mountains to the ſouth of us do, 
at the ſame time, prevent the deſtructive effects of 


the ſoutherly breeze in winter, which, by ſuddenly 


' thawing the frozen wheat-fields, deſtroys thouſands 


of buſhels. While the Lakes and Alleghany Moun- 


tains are in exiſtence, ſo long will the inhabitants 
of the Geneſee Country: be bleſſed with their pre- 


ſent temperate climate. 
The town of Bath has, this ſeaſon, lt con- 


ſiderably, and much improvement has been made 
on the different roads leading to it. The opening 


a market to Baltimore for our tumber and fat cats 
tle, has alſo raiſed a ſpirit amongſt the inhabitants 
to improve the navigation of the Conhocton. A 


handſome court-houſe, and a very ſecure and con- 
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venient goal, are added to the number of our build- 
ings; and the inhabitants have recently encouraged 
a clergyman to ſettle amongſt them. Thus, from 
year to * we improve. 


I am, xc. 


LETTER IV. 


DEAR SIR, 


Ir has very 8 been ſuppoſed, that the 
face of the Geneſee Country was flat and level, full 
of ſwamps and ſtagnant waters; but, in fact, the 
1 direct contrary is the caſe. The face of the country 
1 from Geneva to the Geneſee River appears to be a 
1 ſucceſſion of gentle ſwellings of land, running moſt 
' frequently from north to ſouth; and the interme- 
\ L diate ſpaces afford conſiderable bottom or meadow 
GE land, and generally a {mall ſtream of water. This 
_ furniſhes the beſt fituations imaginable for farms, 
there being a due proportion of high land and mea- 
dow. The upland, as it is termed, is timbered 
chiefly with hickory, oak, and walnut; and the 
intervale with elm, baſs-wood, ſugar-tree, &c. 
The ſtone found on theſe ridges moſtly inclines to 
„ me- ſtone, which is a certain indication of the beſt 
land for every ſpecies of grain. The openings, or 
large tracts of land, found frequently in this coun- 
f. go. try free of timber, and ſhowing * bens of 


4 
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having been once in a ſtate of cultivation, are fin- 
gularly curious. 


This ſort of land, from the ignorance of the firſt 


| ſettlers in regard to its quality, was ſuppoſed to be 


barren, and was therefore little valued : neceſſity, 
however, obliged ſome to attempt the cultivation 


of it, and they were agrecably diſappointed on find- 


ing they had got a good crop, and in numberleſs 
| inſtances they have continued to reap plentiful 
crops every year for ſeven years paſt. This kind of 
land, which, fix years ago would not have fold for 
a quarter of a dollar an acre, 15 now reckoned OY 


at ten dollars an acre. 


It is difficult to account for tale: openings, or 
for the open flats on the Geneſee River, where ten ? 
thouſand acres may be found in one body, not even 
encumbered with a buſh, but covered with graſs of 
ſuch height, that the largeſt bullocks, at thirty feet 


from the path, will be completely hid from the 
view. Through all this country there are not only 
ſigns of extenſive cultivation having been made at 


ſome early period, but there are found the remains 
of old forts, where the ditches and gates are ſtill 


viſible. They appear to be, in general, well cho- 


ſen for defence. From the circumſtance of ſwords 


being found in them with French Inſcriptions, it is 
concluded they are of French origin. I do not re- 


collect that the French had ever ſo great a force 
in this part of America, at ſo early a period; for 


| theſe forts, from very large decayed timbers lying 


in them, and large timber growing over thoſe fallen 
down, muſt be at leaft two hundred years old: the 
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forts are, beſides, too numerous for mere ſtations; 
and great collections of human bodies are found 
in them, which ſhows they have been occupied for 


many years. An accurate examination of this 


country, by men of obſervation and ſcience, might 
throw light on the hiſtory. of this Part of K 


now ſo little known. 


The ſoil of the country has, in every Inflance 


tans favourable to the raifing of grain: the long 


and moderate ſummers ſeem particularly adapted 


to bring to perfection wheat, barley and oats; the 
two laſt, ſo inferior on the coaſt to. the Engliſh, 
are here of a quality equally .as good. The crops | 
of timothy and clover hay are ſuperior to moſt in 
America, and have been known to produce from 


three to four tons per acre, of excellent, well dried 


hay.“ The price of grain and average Produce - 
Per acre is nearly as follows: 5 


Price 15 1 Dells. Cen ents. Produce i i e her « acre, 


Wheat 1 95 from 25 to 30 
Rye 1 80 he „ 40 to 50 
Oats . 40 to 50 
Indian corn 50 230 to 00 
8 78 . 60 


Ten dollars per ton for timothy and clover hay: ; 


the product is from two to three tons a acre on 
an average. 


That you may be able to aſcertain, with ſome 


accuracy, the advantage that may be reaped from 


* This ſeaſon a field of twenty acres was averaged at Bath, and 


found to bear of good hay three tons Scwt. 4615 per acre. In many 
5 Places the red clover 1 was four feet ſeven inches long. 
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an expenditure of capital in this country, in im- 


proving a farm, it is neceſſary to make ſome cal- 
culation, founded on tie 8 and probable Te- 

turn. | 
It has been found, by cepeatert: experience, that 
wich wheat is about one dollar per buſhel, an acre 


of ground, taken from a ſtate of nature, and well 


timbered, will require, with great economy, four- 
teen dollars per acre to put it into a crop of wheat 
or rye, including every expence: this I have ſeen 
aſcertained with great accuracy, in a field of forty 
acres, near Geneva: theſe forty acres may be, at the 


leaſt, expected to yield one thouſand buſhels of 


| wheat; and after deducting two tenths, or two hun- 
| dred buſhels, for reaping and threſhing, leaves a ba- 
lance of eight hundred buſhels to defray the expence 
and as profit for the value of the land uſed; and 
the land is left in complete order for a ſecond crop, 
without any more expence than the trifling one of 
plowing and ſowing. Sn toe , 
It is alſo found, that the perde climate, and 
the richneſs of the paſtures, particularly adapt the 
| Geneſee Country for thoſe branches of farming 
dependant on cattle. No part of America is bet- 
ter adapted for dairy farms; for at no time is the 
weather ſo hot but butter can be made and pre- 
ſerved. The quantity of cheeſe already made is 
conſiderable ; ſeveral farmers keeping from twenty 
to thirty cows. The cattle brought into the coun- 
try from the neighbouring States thrive well, and 
: fome bred 1 in the country have grown to a great 
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ſize.* The mildneſs and ſhort duration of tlie 
winter, when compared with that of the great cat- 
tle countries in the New-England States, are much 


in favour of the Geneſee Country. When we con- 
ſider the eaſe with which every thing can be ſent 


to market, the ſurplus grain, the product of the N 
dairy, the ſalt proviſions, and fat cattle, will at once 
| W a fund of wealth to the country. 


The ſettlements already formed on the princi- 


| pal navigations, and whoſe inhabitants are uſed to 
_ buſineſs, and reſpectably connected, find, at an early 
period, the moſt advantageous markets for their 
| ſurplus produce. To Canada, beef, ſalt pork,+ 
flour, and whiſky, are already ſent to a great 


amount. To the county of Steuben, nature has 


pointed out a market by the Suſquehannah River. 
Several of its branches afford good navigation to 
the moſt weſterly parts of the country. They may 


* A four years old bullock was killed at Bath, in November laſt, that 


_ weighed 12cwt. 2815. And this ſpring a bullock was killed at the fame 
palace that meaſured ſeventeen hands and an half high, eleven feet fix 
Inches from the root of his horns to the root of his tail, and nine feet fix 
inches in the girth—he ſold for two hundred and forty-ſeven dollars caſh. 


+ The falt works at Onondago are now under the direction of the 


| State. As the ſalt can be brought to the Seneca Lake or the Geneſee | 


River by water, it can be procured here at little more expence than on 
the ſea coaſt, and equally as good. 


+ A great quantity of ſpirituous liquors 18 e! for the ſupply " 88 


the weſtern poſts, and Indian trade in Canada. The whiſky, for ſome 


years back, has been ſent from Northumberland, in Pennſylvania: after 


a carriage of four hundred miles it is ſold for one dollar and fifty cents per 
_ gallon at Niagara, and two dollars and fifty cents at Detroit. The county 
of Ontario, from its communication with Lake Ontario, has a very de- 


cided advantage; and the . of . has already become an ob- 
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be navigated almoſt to their ſource, for five or fix 
months in the year, by boats carrying from five to 
eight tons; but when the ſurplus produce requires 
the carriage of heavy articles to Baltimore, the na- 
tural ſea-port of this part of the country, for fix 
weeks or two months in the ſpring, while the wa- 
ters are kept high by the melting of the ſnow on 


the Alleghany Mountains, a ſpecies of boats“ may 
be made to deſcend the ſtream that will carry from 
two to five hundred barrels of flour. Lumber for 
the Baltimore market can be fent down with eaſe, 


and at little expence, when compared with the bien 
price of boards, &c. 


The opening the navigation to alta ad | 
the eaſe with which bulky articles can be carried 
to one of the beſt markets in the United States, 
places the county of Steuben in a fituation highly 
flattering to its future proſpects. The land-holder 
will receive, in payment for his lands, articles fit 


for the Baltimore market ;+. and the ſettlers will 


be encouraged to make great exertions to pay from 


the ſoil, for the land they have purchaſed. 
The ſucceſs of every individual who has emigrat- 


5 A Mr. Kryder, of Juneata River, invented theſe boats about ſix years 
ago; the high price of flour and lumber induced him to make the experi- 


ment, and he arrived ſafe at Baltimore with his load. They have been 


_ uſed every year ſince that time, and are made of plank: they are broke up 


aſter diſcharging their cargo, and ſold for lumber, with little or no loſs: 


they are navigated by three or five men, and will float down at the rate 


of eighty miles per day: they are called Aris. 


+ The proper articles for the Baltimore market are lumber; ſuch as 


ſhip plank, boards, ſcantling, lath and ſhingles: fat cattle, barrelled beef 


and pork, flour, barley and hemp, may alſo, at little expence, be tranſ- 


ported on the raſts, 
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36 
ed to the Geneſee Country, has ſtamped a greater 
value on the lands than ever was known in any 
place ſo recently ſettled, and ſo diſtant from the 
old ſettled country ; but this has, in a great mea- | 
ſure, been owing to the convenience and ſecurity 
afforded to the lettlers at the carlieft ich of ey 


en 


In ſeveral i 1 have adviſed tha fallow: _ 


ing plan for the ſettlement of a few families 


of Europeans. In this I have conſidered tneir 


apprehenſions and difficulties, when ſcattered in a 
woody country, and the advantage they may gain 
by being mutually able to aid and encourage each 
other. I propoſed that the whole body ſhould, 
inſtead of ſcattering in the woods, fix themſelves 
in a village, and beſtow their firſt labour on im- | 
Proving the village lots, which, to fave the la- | 
bour of fencing, ſhould be worked up in a number 
of ſmall portions by the ſettlement, under one com- 
mon fence, but each lot to belong to the individual 
proprietor. Houſes could be built at a ſmall ex- 
pence on each town lot, to accommodate families. 
Foreigners will find much advantage from follow- 
ing a plan of this kind: one third the number of 
_ cattle will be ſufficient for the purpoſes of huſ- 
bandry, and a great deal more produce will be 


raiſed in a large inclofure than in a number of 


| ſmall ſeparate ones, making the ſame extent of 
land. In ſmall fields, ſurrounded with woods, one 
Half will be overſhadowed, fo as to bear little crops. 
As the ſettlers find it eonvenient, they can im- 
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prove, and afterwards move to their farm lots, and 
leaſe or ſell to mechanics their town lots. 

One mill, one blackſmith, and one road will ſerve 

the ſettlement, at a time when every ſhilling is 

valuable, and every hour's labour of much conſe- 

quence; and the ſatisfaction of a ſociety labouring 


together, who are bound to each other by the 
ſtrongeſt motives to friendſhip, will lighten the 


5 moſt arduous taſk. 


I have no idea that you can reap any benefit 
from my attempting to give you information on 
the mode of farming in this country; that you muſt. 
condeſcend to learn here: but it is requiſite that 
you know the Prices of the implements neceſſary 


for a farmer. 


A good log houſe,* with two rooms, if made by 


hired men, wikeatt--.- 1108 Dollars. 
Oxen per yoke, F os 
A cow, 1 1 43 
Farming utenſils neceſſary at firſt, 20 
. TTY 


This is the leaſt any family can 0 5 1 . 
a number combine together. The wealthy man 


may add what he pleaſes. 

If the dam is not difficult, a ſmall Salt mil a And 
au. mill may be built for one thouſand dollars. 
Jam &c. 1 


A ſmall log houſe, twenty feet ſquare, will coſt fiſty dollars; a 


number ſettling together can do with one yoke of oxen, and, of courſe, 


one ſet of farming utenſils, for every two families, the firſt year, 
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LETTER v. 


DEAR SIR, 


> \ \ HEN a cenſus of this State was taken, in the 
year 1790, the number of inhabitants in the county 


of Ontario was eſtimated at nine hundred and fixty 


ſouls; but even in this {mall number, there were 
included ſurveyors and their chain-bearers, &c. : 
and even thoſe whom curioſity had drawn into the 
country. Every year ſince that period conſiderable 
additions have been made to the number of in- 
habitants; but for the laſt two years the increaſe 
has been proportionably greater than the preced- 
ing. Within the ſpace of five weeks laſt winter, 
five hundred and ſeventy fleighs, with families, pal 1 
fed through Geneva. 


The great number of ſettlements into which the 


new inhabitants ſpread themſelves, renders it im- 
poſſible to aſcertain the preſent number of ſouls; 
but, conſidering the great difficulties we had to 


encounter for many years, and our diſtance from 


the old ſettlements, our population is aſtoniſhingly 


increaſed. It may be nearly judged of by concur- 
rent circumſtances; but, until our cenſus 1 18 taken, 5 


it cannot be exactly aſcertained. 


We find, amongſt the circumſtances from which 5 
our population can be aſcertained, that the printer of 


the Ontario Gazette diſperſes, weekly, not leſs than 
one thouſand papers, and the printer of the Bats 
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Gazette, from four to five hundred. From this 
ſome judgment may be formed, not only of the 
number, but of the reſpectability of the people 
ſettled in the country. As it is ſeveral years ſince 
the militia of the county of Ontario was organiz- 
ed, we cannot judge of the population by the num- 


ber of regiments; they are at preſent formed into 


a brigade, of three complete battalions, and a very 
excellent troop of horſe. The militia of Steuben 
county conſiſts of only one battalion of infantry, 
to which are attached a troop of horſe, a company 
of grenadiers and light infantry, and a company of 
riflemen. Theſe companies, and a troop of 925 15 
are in complete uniform. 
A very juſt idea may be formed of the popula- 
tion and reſpectability of a ſettlement, by the num- 
ber of mills. Within my knowledge there are, in 
Ontario county, nineteen griſt-mills, and twenty 
eight ſaw-mills, and ſome of them equal to any in 
America. In Steuben county there are rd ten 
= griſt-mills and twenty ſaw-mills. 
All the firſt ſettlers in this country were from 
New-England: this circumſtance probably aroſe 
from acceſs to it being from that quarter only, and 
the purchaſers from the State being New-England 
people. Indeed, until after the opening of the 
road to Pennſylvania, over the Alleghtty Moun- 
| tains, there was ſcarcely one inſtance to the con- 
trary. But the opening of this communication, 
and the means that have been taken to make the 
inhabitants of the adjoining States acquainted with | 
the countr o have induced a great many to immi- 
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40 
grate from the Jerſeys, Pennſylvania and Delaware, 


and this ſeaſon a conſiderable number from Mary. 
land. The ſettlers from New-England, a . 
remarkably enterprizing, long fuppoſed' that no 
others would venture into a country ſo remote 
from their homes; but ſince the | improving of the | 
waggon road to the ſouthward, it is found to be 
conſiderably eaſier to remove” from Philadelphia, 
Lancaſter, Trenton and Baltimore, than from New- 
England. The number of emigrants from Penn- 
fylvania, Maryland and New-Jerley, has been great. 
ly on the increaſe, and cuſtom has made 'the dif- 
tance familiar. 'T have known ſeveral perſons above 
ſixty years of age, ride, with eaſe, in ſeven days, 
from Baltimore to Bath. When they compare 
this with the difficulty of reaching the new ſettle- 
ments on the weſtern waters, and the little value of 
produce there, the compariſon is highly in favour 


of the Geneſee.* Here they find the inhabitants 


enjoying more comforts and conveniences than is 
at this moment experienced in many ſettlements — 
of twenty years ſtanding. The moſt advantageous 
markets are courted, and recourſe is had to them : 
by ſuch exertions, that men of reſpectability and 
property are drawn into the country, not only from 
the neighbouring States, but from Europe. 
An European, who contemplates moving 46 - 
ARR has A vaſt field 2 Borors bim. The United 


ix 
fA '1þ + 47 


11 is found that the price of habe far cattle, hdr: and Geck, is 


at leaſt fifty per cent, higher in Baltimore than in Albany; a circum- 


ſtance much in favour of Steuben count 7 when compares with the count | 


ties north of Albany. | 
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States offer a variety of ſoil, climate, and people. 
It is difficult to ſelect from theſe, the ſituation moſt 
conformable to his opinions and habits. That 
country whoſe climate requires exertion and induſ- 
try to procure the comforts of life, and whoſe geo- 
graphical ſituation admits of its produce being ea- 
fly tranſported to market, certainly bids fair for 
having an orderly and well regulated government. 
| The certainty of reaping a moderate a is the 
- only ſecurity for induſtry. 

This is very far from being the caſe on the elt 1 
ern waters. Their corn, the common food of the 
inhabitants, is ſome times 624 cents per buſhel, 
and ſome times 124, and every thing elſe in pro- 
portion.“ The diſtance from any large city is too 

far to driye fat cattle, and the climate too warm 
for the dairy, or to allow falting or barrelling beef, 
could falt be procured. That country ſeems alſo 
to have a different intereſt from the Atlantic States. 

With the Geneſee Country theſe objections do not 
hold good: droves of fat cattle can be ſent at any 
time to Philadelphia, New-York, Albany, or Bal- 
timore. The diſtance is not ſo great as the beſt 
grazing countries in Maſſachuſetts, from whence 
they have, for many years paſt, drove their fat cattle 
to Philadelphia. From the ſouth part of the 
Geneſee Country, cattle, as well as every kind 

of produce, can, in the ſpring, be ſent down the 
| Sulquehannah, either for the Phuladelphis or Balti- 


* Since the army lefe the Weſtern Territory, all grain has kalen . 
price, To as not to be worth che raiſing, except for the conſumption of 
the inhabitants, while all European goods and ſalt are very dear, It 
will take the produce of one acre to buy a pair of breechcs. | 
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more market. The Onondaga ſalt- works being 
in the immediate vicinity of the Geneſee Country, 

afford ſalt at an eaſy rate for curing beef and pork, 
either for home uſe or for exportation; and no 
country is better ſuited for the dairy. Theſe are 


advantages to a new country which are incalcula- 
ble, and afford the means of bringing thouſands of 
acres into cultivation. For my own part, after 
having ſeen great part of the United States, and 
reſided ſix years in the Geneſee Country; ſeen it a 
dreary wilderneſs, and ſeeing it now poſſeſs every 


comfort man can deſire, who diveſts himſelf of the 


foibles and follies of large cities, I muſt decidedly 
give this country the preference. With a mode- 


rate climate, it is in this country as Yorkſhire is to 


England: it is near enough to the large cities to 
: e a revenue from their markets, but too a6 4 
tant to be affected by their vices and follies. A | 


little induſtry will make the roads excellent, in a 


country where, for fixty miles in any direction, 
you cannot find a mountain or a ſwamp, or any 
| barren land; and thick population will give con- 
veniencies and luxuries. Our vicinity to Mary- 


land. and Pennſylvania procures us the fineſt horſes 
in America; and we have had the ſame advantages 
in a breed of cattle from N ew-England. The lakes 

and rivers ſupply us abundantly with fiſh, the woods 


with venifon,* the maple-tree with ſugar, and 
our induſtry with abundance of grain. 


* For three ſeveral years back five hundred 4 have been killed i in 


| the neighbourhood of Bath annually. 


+ A ſettlement of fifteen families, in No. 4, ſeventh range, a this | 
year two tons of ſugar from the maple· tree; ſome families made 300. 
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The moſt convenient route for Europeans to come 
to the Geneſee Country, will be to land at New- 
York; they will with much eaſe reach Albany by 
water, and from thence they can either hire wag- 
gons or take navigation by the canals, on the Mo- 
hawk River, to Geneva. Unleſs the water be in 
good order, I ſhould certainly prefer the land jour- 


ney. A waggon, with two oxen and two horſes, 


will go twenty miles per day, with a load of zo cwt, 
The accommodation by the State road will be found 4 
very good; and ſhould any accident happen on 

the road, aſſiſtance can be procured at every ſtage. 
The great ſecret of moving with facility is to 
carry nothing but bedding, clothes, and cooking 
materials: all the articles of houſehold Erin 
can be procured i in the country at leſs expence than 
. would carry 1 it from the coaſt. 


3 am, dc. 


LETTER vl. 


DE AR SIR, 


Ty 8 Country, [ find, has not failed to 
engage the attention of foreigners, and thoſe from 
Great-Britain in particular. Many reſpectable cha- 
racters from that part of the world have already come 


into this country, with the intention of eſtabliſh- oy 
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ing themſelves in it; and what has added much to 
the advantage of emigrants of this deſcription, is 
the law paſſed by the Legiſlature at the laſt feſſion, 
by which foreigners, though aliens, are enabled to 
hold real property within the State of New-York. 
This indulgence ſhows the liberality of this coun. 
try, and, it is perſumed, in the preſent ſtate of Eu- | 
rope, is a circumſtance in its favour that will not 
be overlooked by thoſe who may wiſh to ſecure an 
aſylum for themſelves or their families on this fide 
the Atlantic. To ſuch, this part of the United 
Stcates is particularly ſuited, The climate and ſoil 
1 are by no means inferior to their own, and the laws | 
+ and cuſtoms of the State of New-York bear a ſtrik- | 
ing reſemblance to thoſe of England. In this de- 
lightful country, ſocieties of old countrymen have 
it in their power to chooſe fertile ſituations for | 
their eſtabliſhments, where they may indulge their 
own fancy as to the arrangement of their reſpective 
farms, and where they can enjoy, without interrup- 
tion, their own manners and cuſtoms. To theſe 
deſtinct eſtabliſhments, the laws and cuſtoms of the 
country are highly favourable. In many inſtances 
ſuch ſocieties are found for half a century to have 
preſerved their native language in great purity. 
Though theſe circumſtances may appear trifling, 
yet they are of material conſequence to the comfort 
of thoſe who change their country at a period of life 
when both habits and manners are formed, and to 
thoſe who have, by prudential motives, been in- 
duced to change their country, but who cannot, 
with the ſame facility, change their feelings as men. 
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On a plan fimilar to the one above mentioned, a 
Scotch ſettlement was projected two years ago, and 
a conſiderable number of perſons of that country 


have already joined it. This ſettlement is form- 
ed on the weſt ſide of the Geneſee River, about 


. 4 miles from the River, and 1s called Caledo- 
0 The village is built around a remarkable 5 
5 ring, which iſſues from a limeſtone rock, and forms 
a body of water covering about two acres, from 
whence a ſtream takes its riſe, ſufficiently powerful , 
to work, at a ſhort diſtance from the ſpring, a ſet _ 
of merchant mills. The plan for this ſettlement 
occupies about ten thouſand ACTES, diſtributed 1 in 
the following manner: 


For the miniſtry, 10ðwh acres. 
For the School, about 60 
Ten gentlemen, 500 acres each, 5000 = 
Ten farmers, 100 acres each, 1000 
Forty farmers, 58 acres each, 3120 
For the village, fixty lots of 12 2 

e acres each, 5 1 1 


10,000 acres. 


Men of property, anxious to ſecure to their fami- 
lies eflates in America, will experience great ſatiſ- 

faction in joining their countrymen, perhaps their 
former friends and neighbours, in ſuch a colony. 


They can, as opportunity offers, improve their reſ- 


pective purchaſes, according to their fancy; and 
they will not only enjoy advantages from their own 
induſtry, but finally be enriched by the induſtry 


of their neighbours. -T hoſe who have been born 
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46 
to labour for their livelihood, with a few years 
continuance of the ſame induſtry as was neceffary 


tor their exiſtence in Europe, will find themſelves 


rich and independent; and at their death, inſtead 


of leaving their families, as is generally the caſe in 


Europe, the ſame hard and ſcanty means of exiſt- 


_ ence, they will leave them real property, and the 
means, by induſtry, of living 1n eaſe and plenty. 


At the moſt early period of the ſettlement of 


this country, eſtabliſhments were formed at much 
difficulty and at great expence; and even money 
could not obviate the difficulties emigrants had 


to encounter. During the two firſt years my 


- companions and myſelf ſcarcely ever flept in a bed, 
and could ſeldom command the common neceſ- 
 faries of life. But the exploring of the naviga- 
tions, removing the incidental obſtructions, open- 
ing roads, and building mills, not only procured 


an eaſy ſupply of neceſſaries, but, by inducing a 
rapid ſettlement, enſured the cultivation of the 
country. What would four years ago have been 
impracticable, is now eaſy; and all the new ſettlers 


are ſupplied with every neceſſary at a moderate price. 
_ Mechanics of every deſcription are to be found 

throughout the country, and no country was ever 

1o well ſupplied with mulls. 


It is neceſſary for all thoſe who propoſe removing 


to new ſettlements, to make a calculatian of the ex- 
pence of their removal, and the quantity of proviſions 

which will be neceſſary, until they can raiſe crops 
from their own labour. The great object is to reach 
their reſpective deſtinations as near the opening of 
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the ſpring as poſſible, as their cattle will then in 
a ſhort time be provided for without any expence, 


and in a very few months they can reap the fruits 


of their induſtry. The European muſt expect to 


encounter difficulties; but the greateſt of theſe, 

perhaps, will be to overcome his prejudices in fa- 

vour of the cuſtoms of his own country. A little 

_ obſervation will, however, convince him that the 
moſt ordinary cuſtoms of the country have not been 

adopted without good reaſon, and by no means 


ſhould be deviated from by new ſettlers. 


It is a true obſervation that, practice and exam- 1 


ple are ever to be more depended on than theory. 


I ſhall therefore, to be ſome guide in your future 
buſineſs, give you a ſhort detail of the operations 

of a gentleman who left England only laſt April, 
and ſettled himſelf in the Geneſee Country, where 
he is now comfortably eſtabliſhed. Mr. B. left 
5 England early in April, and arrived with his family. 

at New-York, about the middle of May: after 


having purchaſed a few neceſſary articles at New- 
York, he took a paſſage for himſelf and his family, 
on board an Albany floop, and in two days he ar- 


rived in Albany; from thence he went, by land, to 
Shenectady, a {mall town on the Mohawk River, 

ſixteen miles from Albany, where he engaged a 

three ton boat to carry him to Geneva, at which 
palace he arrived early in June. Mr. B. from 
the plan of the country, had ſelected a lot of fix 


| hundred and torty acres, fituated on the eaſt fide 


of the weſt branch of the Crooked Lake. On 
Viewing this ſpot, Mr. B. who is a man of 
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obſervation, ſaw, notwithſtanding its perfect ſtate 
of nature, both its beauties and advantages: he 
found it extending one mile on the lake, from 
which the ground roſe with a ſufficient aſcent, of 
a rich ſoil, and a fine ſtream of water nearly inter. 
ſecting the lot. He immediately fixed on a ſitua- 
tion for his buildings and garden, and marked re. 

ſerves of handſome trees in different places, ſo * 
to give it the appearance of an Engliſh country. 
ſeat. Mr. B. having fixed his family at Ge- 

neva, procured five young men to begin clearing 


off the timber around the place allotted for his 


buildings, and alſo to put in a field of wheat. 


This gentleman, although unuſed to buſineſs of 


the kind, by the end of October had put into the 


ground forty acres of wheat in good order; and 


before the firſt of December had his houſe finiſhed 
for the reception of his family. The continuance 


of the ſame exertion for one ſeaſon more, will place 
this gentleman in a ſituation that his family will be 


abundantly ſupplied with all the neceſſaries that a 

farm can be ſuppoſed to furniſh in any country; 

and he will have the ſatisfaction to reffect, that he 

owes it entirely to his own exertion and induſtry. 
I am &c. 
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LETTER vn. 
DEAR SIR, 


Tas different communications by water from 
the Geneſee Country to the ſea I ſhall endeavour 


the country known by that name there are three 
that are now uſed: 1ſt. To Baltimore by the Suſ- 


Alleghany River, which 1 is a e of the Ohio, 
to New- Orleans. 
The Suſquehannah enters the Cheſapeak Bay at 
Havre de Grace. Few rivers embrace a greater 
extent of country within its various branches; and 
none afford better navigation ſo near their foubce. . 
At Northumberland the weſt and north branches 
ol this river meet, affording a very advantageous 
| fituation for trade. The branch which heads in the 
| Geneſee Country makes, from Northumberland, a 


Branch. At Tioga Point a junction is formed be- 
tween the waters of the Otſego Lake, known by the 
name of the Eaſt Branch of the Suſquehannah, and 
_ 110ga River, and form a ſituation very ſimilar to 
that of Northumberland. At the Painted Poſt, a 

{mall village on the moſt eaſterly bounds of Steuben : 


to explain to you in as few words as poſſible. From : 


quehannah; 2d. To Albany by the Seneca and 
Mohawk Rivers; 3d. To Montreal by Lake Onta- 
rio and the River St. Lawrence; and from the ſouth- = 
weft part of the country boats may deſcend the 


courſe almoſt directly north, and is called the North 
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county, the different branches of the Tioga, or 
Chemung River, form a junction, and are all navi- 
gable for a great diſtance into the Geneſee Coun- 
try. The Conhocton River riſes in the north- 
weſt part of the county of Steuben, and, taking a 
ſouth-eaſterly courſe, paſſes the town of Bath, the 
county town, to which place it is navigable for 
boats of eight tons: about five miles below Bath it 
is joined by Mud Creek, fo called from a lake that 
forms its ſource ; and even this ſmall ſtream is na- 
vigable, for boats, to Mr. Bartles's mills, built 
on the outlet of the lake, eleven miles from its 
mouth. Mr. Bartles, from theſe mills, rafted one 
hundred thouſand feet of lumber, laſt ſpring, to 
eme by the Suſquehannah, and found the | 
buſineſs ſo advantageous, that he is now preparing 
a much larger quantity for the ſame market. 
As you deſcend the Conhocton, from the acceſſion | 
of many ſtreams, the navigation betters, until you 
reach the main river at the Painted Poſt. : 
The Caniſteo, which 1s the next River to the 
North, riſes from a marſh in the north-weſt corner } 
of the county of Steuben, and, taking a ſouth-eaſt } 
p « courle, | Joins the Conhocton at the Painted Poſt. lt 
is ſomewhat ſingular, that this river is navigable al- 
moſt to its ſource. From the oppoſite fide of the 
marſh. the Canaſcraga alſo has its ſource. Thus 
is a branch of the Geneſee River, which falls into 
the River St. Lawrence; while the Caniſteo, 2 
branch of the Suſquehannah, falls into the Cheſa- 
peak. Both are navigable for boats of ten tons to 
within nine miles of each other, and the portage 
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now in uſe may, with very trifling labour, be re- 
duced to five miles. The navigation of the Ca- 
niſteo has been more uſed than any of the other 
branches of the Suſquehannah that water the Ge- 
neſee Country, and has added much to facilitate the 


moving of the Pennſylvania emigrants; but the 


recent ſettlement of the country has not permitted 
them even to clear out, much leſs improve the na- 
vigation i in the manner it will admit of. 
This country has now drawn the attention of 


5 ſome very reſpectable characters in the mercantile 


towns on the Suſquehannah, and at Baltimore; and 
there is no doubt but the farmers will be induced 
to turn their attention to thoſe articles which are 
moſt in demand in the markets on the coaſt. One 
of the moſt reſpectable mercantile houſes in Balti- 


more made a purchaſe, laſt year, near Tioga Point, 


in order to draw to that quarter the trade of the 
weſtern country: they have built a ſet of mills, 


and are eſtabliſhing an extenſive work for the ma- 
nufactory of ſhip cordage. If we confider the vaſt 


body of rich flats on the Suſquehannah, where its 
various branches paſs the Geneſee Country, and 
the eaſe with which the produce of the Geneſee | 
| River can be brought to the navigable part of the 
Caniſteo, it will appear that the quantity of hemp is 
which may be collected at Tioga Point, or the 
Painted Poſt, will be incalculable. The flats on 
the Geneſee River and Canaſcraga Creek alone, 
cannot be eſtimated at leſs than eighty miles in 
length, and about two in breadth, forming a body 
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of about eighty thouſand acres; and every acre is, 
I ſuppoſe, eighteen feet deep of black mould. In 
ſuch land the Indians raiſe one hundred buſhels of 


corn on an acre, and they never have been known 
to make any change of the pot. Were ſuch land 


under proper management, and turned to the cul. 
tivation of hemp and flax, the returns would be 
immenſe. To forward this object, it is intended, 


this ſeaſon, to begin an eſtabliſhment at the extre- 


mity of the navigation of the Caniſteo; and to in- 
duce the farmers on the Geneſee River to cultivate 


hemp and flax, proper boats will be provided to 
carry thoſe articles to market. To thoſe who ob- 
Jet that three hundred and fifty- four miles“ is too 


lengthy an inland navigation to carry ſuch bulky 


articles to market, I reply, that the United States 
are at preſent ſupplied with hemp from Ruſſia, and 
that it there bears an inland navigation of one thou- 
ſand two hundred miles before it reaches a ſea-port. 


Some years ago the high price of flour and lum 


ber at Baltimore, de a Mr. Kryder, a farmer 
on the Juniata River, to try an experiment in the 
mode of tranſporting flour from his mills to Balti- 


more: he built a ſort of boat, which he called a 


Ark; it was long and flat, and conſtructed of 
very large timber, ſuch as he ſuppoſed would ſuit 
the purpoſe of builders. This veſſel, or float, car- 
ried three hundred barrels of flour. This man had 
the courage to puſh through a navigation then un- 


The diſtance from the head of the Caniſteo to Havre de Grace. 
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known, and arrived fate at Baltimore, where he 
received from the merchants a premium of one 
dollar above the market price for every barrel. 
Thus encouraged, the ſame perſon has been down 
every year fince, and has made fo conſiderable | 
improvement on this ſort of boat, that arks are 
now uſed which carry five hundred barrels. From 
the moſt diligent inquiry, and from the eaſe with 
which Mr. Bartles carried down his lumber laſt 
8 ſpring, there does not exiſt a doubt but that the 
navigation of the Conhocton and Caniſteo will ſerve 
for boats of this kind, carrying from three to five 
hundred barrels. As they are never intended to 
be uſed but for deſcending in high water, they are 
navigated with few hands, and go down with great 
rapidity. It is intended that two ſhall go from the 
county of Steuben this ſeaſon: they will be loaded 
with valuable lumber, and a few fat bullocks. It 
is ſuppoſed they will reach the tide-water, at Havre 
de Grace, in five days. In a few years, flour, and 
_ every other article of produce in demand at the 
| ſea-ports, will be ſent the ſame way. In every other 
back country of America, where there exiſts a 
- poſſibility of ſending the ſpare proviſions abroad, 
particularly on the Olio, the difficulty of procuring 
alt to cure the beef and pork will prevent theſe 
branches of farming from yielding any profit. The 
tuation of the Genelce Country, and, indeed, the 
whole weſtern part of the State of New-York, is, 
in this reſpect, highly advantageous. It is ſupplied | 
with falt in ſuch abundance, that the price is not 
higher than on the ſea coaſt; and the intermediate 
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country, till within one hundred mules of tide- 
water, is alſo ſupplied from theſe works.“ Thou- 
ſands of barrels paſs every year through the Geneſee 
Country, for the uſe of ſettlements fifty years eſta- 
bliſhed, and one hundred miles nearer to the ſea 
coaſt. So highly are theſe waters impregnated with 
falt, that eight pounds of water, when evaporated, 
make one pound of pure falt; and the ſprings are 

| fo abundant, that it was calculated by a very inge- 


nious and correct gentleman, that from a fingle | 
ſpring three hundred thouſand buſhels might be 


made in one year; and at leaft twenty ſprings are 
now uſed.—But to return to the navigation. 

I be ſouth branch of the Tioga has a north courſe 
from the Alleghany Mountains, and joins the Con- 
hocton and Caniſteo at the Painted Poſt, as alto 


does the Tuſcorora and Cowaniſque. Theſe ſtreams, I 


at this uniting place, form a great, and, in time of 
high water, a magnificent river. From this place 


boats of any ſize could be ſent to Baltimore; there 1 


being to this navigation no interruptions of conſe- 
quence until we get below Wright's Ferry; from 
which place to Havre de Grace the State of Mary- 
land is making great exertions to render the navi- 

gation ſafe and beneficial to the trade of Baltimore. 
The method which the gentleman employed in this 
buſineſs has taken will, I have no doubt, be crown- 


Of fo much importance did theſe ſalt-works appear to the Govern- 
ment, that, two years ago, they took the 1 uſineſs entirely under their 
_ own direction, and appointed a Commiſſioner to ſuperintend the ſalt- 
makers, and reſtricted the price to ſixty cents per buſnel, at which "me | 
are obliged, by their As to ſupply the r. 
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ed with ſucceſs. The obſtructions are formed by 


bars of limeſtone rock, running acroſs the river, 
from eaſt to weſt, and the whole water of the river 
pours oyer them. In the dry ſeaſons, the drift wood 
which collects on theſe ledges, is gathered and piled 
on the rocks, and burnt until they become quite 
heated: water is then thrown on them, when they 
immediately ſplit into pieces: the rocks are then 
broke up and thrown into the pools below. Theſe 
breaches are made one hundred yards in length, ſo 
as to allow rafts of any ſize to paſs with ſafety. 
Large ſubſcriptions have been made to carry on 
| theſe works; and there is no doubt but a few years 
| perſeverance will complete a ſafe nay gation from 


the head of the Caniſteo to Baltimore. 


The navigation from the county of Ontario 8 
Schenectady, ſixteen miles from Albany, has been, 
of late years, much improved, and is of great ad- 


rantage to that part of the country. The outlets 
of Seneca Lake, Canadarqua Lake, and Mud Creek, 


join together, and form the Seneca River, which, 
through its whole extent, is a very uſeful naviga- 
tion. At the Three River Point it is met by the 
outlet of the Oneida Lake, and, after paſſing Oneida 


Lake, the boats aſcend Mud Creek, from which 
there is a canal, to unite its waters with the Mo— 


nawk River, on which two other obſtructions are 
canalled, to make the communication good to Sche- 


nectady. Theſe improvements are made on the 
ſcale of boats carrying ten tons being uſed on this 
navigation. Conſiderable quantities of flour, pot- 
aſh, and falt, are every year tent down by this navi- 


families, moving in theſe boats, ſuffered much from 
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gation, and thus the merchants are enabled to make 
their remittances. So much has the navigation been 
_ uſed, that one hundred boats have been known to 
arrive at the little town of Geneva in fix weeks, 
In the beginning of the ſettlement of this country, 


want of ſhelter in the night; but the number of : 
travellers has induced perſons to ſettle and keep | 
taverns at the moſt ſuitable places, where the ac- | 
commodations are far from being bad. 
The navigation from the interior county of On- 
tario, into the lake of the ſame name, is by the 
Geneſee, Rundigut, and Seneca Rivers. The Se- 
neca River is formed by the waters of the Seneca 
ale Canadarqua Lake, Mud Creek, and the 
Cayuga Lake, each of which are large and deep 
ſtreams, affording great convenience to the country 
adjoining them: theſe meet the Oſwego River at 
Three River Point, which falls into Lake Ontaro AY 
at Oſwego Fort. The importance of this place A 
induced the Legiſlature of the State of New-York 
to lay out a town, which already affords great con- 
venience to perſons trading to and from Canada: 
The Rundigut lies about five miles eaſt of the 
e River, and runs into the country about ſix 
miles: at the ſouth extremity of the bay Rundigut 
Creek forms a very handſome fall of about twenty 
feet, affording a fine ſituation for mills, which may 
be ſo placed that boats might be navigated from 
Canada to the mill, and there loaded without any 
trouble. A convenient ſtore-houſe has already been 
built, and, during the two laſt ſummers, very con- 
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ſiderable quantities of proviſions and diſtilled li- 
quor were ſent from this place to Canada. In the 


neighbourhood of this place there are ſeyeral bodies 


of iron ore,“ and it is preſumed that works will 


ſoon be eſtabliſhed for the making of iron. 


The Geneſee River is navigable for ſloops of ſixty 


tons, from the lake to the falls, a diſtance of fix 
miles. Theſe falls, which are formed by a continu- 


ance of the ſame ridge that forms the Falls of Nia- 


gara, are a ſucceſſion of four diſtinct falls within the 
ſpace of one mile: the higheſt is ninety feet, but, 
with the rapids above, the total height is three 
hundred feet. Theſe falls, for beauty, are not in- 
ferior to thoſe of Niagara. A carrying- place is 
made on the weſt ſide of the river, and it has already 
conſiderable employment. Immediately above the 
falls the river is navigable for large boats, and con- 
tiaues ſo for twenty-five miles above Williamſburgh, 
_ where it is again interrupted. At the village of 
Williamſburgh the Canaſcraga Creek joins the Ge- 
neſee River: this creek affords good navigation for 
near twenty miles, to Danſville, a ſettlement in the 
north-weſt corner of Steuben county, only nine 
miles from the navigable waters on the Caniſteo 
KRiver.— The quantity of proviſions and diſtilled 
liquor ſent from the mouth of the Geneſee River 
is very conſiderable. Laſt ſummer a ſmall veſſel 


was kept in conſtant employment in this buſineſs. 


23 iron c can be ls by the 3 from Pennſylvania to 


Geneva or Bath, and afforded at nearly the lame price it is fold for i in 


New-York or r Philadelphia, 14 
1 8 
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The counties of Ontario and Steuben have alſo 


the advantage of being, by a particular law, ex- 


empted from all taxation for ſixteen years from the 
year 1790; fo that, until the year 1806, they are 
free of all public burdens, except what may be ne- 
ceflary for the ſupport of their internal regulation: 


and we find by a late law for raifing, by a dire& 
tax, the ſum of one hundred and twenty thouſand 
dollars, that this privilege in favour of theſe coun- 
ties is —— — 


LETTER vm. 
DEAR eic, 


I SH ALL 1 now en to give you "fone idea ö 
of the route and diſtance to the Geneſee Dauner bw 
from the city of New-York. 


There are ſhorter roads than by Albany, but this 


route being the beſt and moſt convenient, the ad- 
ditional travelling is fully compenſated for. Dur- 
ing the ſummer months ſloops are conſtantly paſling 
from New-York to Albany: they generally run the 
diſtance in two days, and ſome times in one. The 
road from Albany to the weſtward goes by Sche- } 
nectady and the Mohawk River; but at Utica, Þ 
ninety- ſix miles from Albany, it is interſe&ed by 
the Great Geneſee Road, at Wit Place you are 
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ninety-nine miles from Geneva, the whole of which 
diſtance you will find a well ſettled country; but, 
for your guide in making comfortable ſtages, I have 
_ annexed a liſt of the beſt taverns on the road, with 

their reſpective diſtance from each other. . 
Should curiofity induce you to viſit the Falls of 
Niagara, you will proceed from Geneva, by the 
State Road, to the Geneſee River, which you will 
croſs at New-Hartford, weſt of which you will find 
the country ſettled for about twelve miles; but after 
that, for ſixty-five miles, to Niagara River, the 


country ſtill remains a wilderneſs. This road was 


uſed ſo much laſt year by people on buſineſs, or by 
| thoſe whom curioſity had led to viſit the Falls of 
Niagara, that a ſtation was fixed at the Big Plains 
| to ſhelter travellers. At this place there are two 
5. roads that lead to Niagara River; the ſouth road 


goes by Buffaloe Creek, the other by Tanawandoe 


Village to Queen's-Town Landing. The road by 
| Buftaloe Creek is moſt uſed, both becauſe it is bet- 
ter and becauſe it commands a view of Lake Erie; 
and the road from this to the falls is along the 
banks of Niagara River, a very intereſting ride. 
The river is in no place leſs than a mile over, and 
the picture is enlivened by a variety of landſcapes. 
Niagara River 1s the only outlet of Lake Superior, 
and all thoſe immenſe lakes that afford, from the 
falls, an uninterrupted navigation of near two thou- 
land miles to the weſtward. As you approach 
Chippaway, a military ſtation two miles above the 
falls, the rapidity of the river increaſes, bounding 
o a great height where it meets with reſiſtance from 


6 
the inequality of the ſurface; and this vaſt body of 
water at laſt ruſhes over a precipice of one hundred 
and ſeventy feet. The falls can be viewed from ſe- 


veral different places; but they are ſeen to moſt ad- 
vantage below. You can, with ſafety, approach the 


very edge of the fall, and may even go ſome diſtance. | 


between the ſheet of falling water and the precipice; : 


baut this experiment requires caution: the footing is 


unequal and ſlippery; and blaſts of condenſed air 
ruſh out with ſuch violence as to deprive you, for 


ſome moments, of the power of breathing. From E 


the falls to Queen's-Town, the neareſt place to 
which ſhipping approach the falls, the river is con- 


fined within a chaſm in the rocks, one hundred and | 


fifty feet deep, and to all appearance cut out by 
the force of the water. Queen's-Town is a neat 
village, and has all the appearance of a ſea-port: 
it is not uncommon to ſee at that place ſeveral 
brigs of one hundred tons burden, and many ſmaller : 
| veſſels. The territory oppoſite to Queen's-Town, | 
on the eaſt fide, IS a reſervation belonging to the 
State of New-Vork, which the Legiſlature directed 
the Surveyor-General to lay out into ſmall lots, for 
the accommodation of ſettlers. This place is the 
key to the trade of the weſtern lakes, and numbers 
of teams are daily employed between it and Chip - 
paway: the diſtance by the carrying- place now in 
uſe, on the Britiſh fide, is eleven miles: the carry- 
ing - place formerly in uſe, on the American ſide, 
vas only fix miles; but the mountain forming the 5 
falls is more abrupt. 


Some perſons, intereſted 1 in the countries beyond 
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the falls, had this interruption to the navigation 
examined by a very reſpectable engineer, for the 
purpoſe of diſcovering the practicability of making 
a canal to open the navigation of the weſtern lakes. 
The fall was found to be three hundred and twenty 
feet from Steedman's Landing, above the falls, to 
|  Queen's-Town Landing below: the diſtance to be 

cut did not exceed four miles, nearly three of which 


zs on a level with the navigable part of the river 
| above the falls. 1 


| lam, Ne. Et: 
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The principal Taverns on the Road from Albany to 
Geneva, and from Wente to chin. ban with Meir 
„ —2 


Albany to ScheneQtady * 1 
is 1 ee to Bent's e 
J 

F . b 10 

Hudſon's Indian Caſtle e 
l Aldridge's, German-Flats ts - 
| Hotel, Fort- e „„ 16 


- 96 
Great Geneſee Road 
: Va an Epps's, near the reid Reſervation 6: 
Wemps's, in the Oneida Reſervation . 
Sills's, at the Deep Spring F + 
Keeler's, junior VVV 
Ty yler's, Onondago Hollow: fs 10 
Kice's, Nine Mile Creek oo 
Cayuga Ferry ng 20 
Powel's Hotel, Genera Fx 13 


F rom Fo ort- Schoyier to Lade on the * 


78 
From Geneva to Canadarqua. 


Sanburn's 1 ” | 16 
Se arſon's, on the State Road „ 


30 
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Brought over 224 


New Hartford 11 
Peterſon's, at the Big Spring x N 
Ganſon's 8 
Io the Station on the Big Plain 27 
To Buffaloe Creek FS N | 
Os ak 8 


Mies 31 7 
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Die principal Tober on the Read from Dey to 


ee and from aner to Niagara, 1 their 


Albany to ScheneAtady * 5 . 
Schenectady to Bent: = 1 5 14 


MF Bent's to :— _ 12S 
| Dewights To —_ 2 
| Hudſon s Indian Caſtle | 6 Y 
ZZ German-Flats 555 5 
MM Hotel, Fort- Schuyler )) 8 
Fn rom F ort- . to Laird' s on the 5 5 95 
Great Genelee Road e 
Van Epps's, near the Oneida Reſervation 6 
Wemps's, in the Oneida Reſervation © 
Sills's, at the Deep Spring . 13 
Keeler's, junior _ 3 
"Tyler's, Onondago Hollow . 
Rice's, Nine Mile Creek TT OTE 
_ Cayuga Ferry . 20 
Powel's Hotel, Geneva To 
From Geneva to Canadarqua. 
Sanburn's 1 i 
| 8 arſon's, on x the State Road V 
30 


63 


New-Hartford 


—— over 224 


Peterſon' s, at the Big Spring 


Ganſon's 
To the Station on the Bi 
To Buffaloe Creek 


9 Plain 


11 
6 
OY 


3 


p 9 


Miles x "9 I 7 5 
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